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tolerant brother Matthias to exercise a temporary
dictatorship and to save his empire by well-timed
concessions. It was agreed that Matthias should be
elected King of the Romans. But the Ultramon-
tanes induced the Archduke Ferdinand, a man of
great ambition and a zealous Catholic, to come for-
ward as a rival candidate to his cousin. Rudolph
also refused to perform the engagements entered into
in his name by Matthias, who thereupon with an
Austrian, Hungarian and Moravian army, marched
upon Prague where the Emperor was and extorted
the cession of half of his dominions and a promise
of the reversion of the remainder. Since Matthias
owed his success to the support of the Protestants,
he was compelled to grant them toleration in the
countries of which he became the ruler (summer of
1608).

At the diet held in the beginning of 1608, the
Protestants demanded the reform of the Imperial
courts, and an explicit renewal of the Religious
Peace to be promulgated in a more comprehensive
form ; and when their demands were rejected they
left the diet in a body.

After so open a schism the outbreak of war sooner
or later was certain, and a new and larger Union of
Protestant Princes was at once formed. The lead-
ing spirit of this confederation was Prince Christian
of Anhalt, a former officer and friend of Henry IV.
Saxony stood aloof, but all the other Protestant
Princes and many of the Free Cities joined the Union.

The domestic dissensions of the Hapsburgs; the
imbecility of the Emperor, who was sinking into a